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February  2011 

 
What’s on 

Sunday 6th February Ugborough Walking Group meets in 
Ugborough Square at 10.45a.m. 

Page 4 

Wednesday/Thursday 
9th/10th February 

Parent /teacher evenings  at Ugborough 
School 

Page 10 

Thursday 10th February  Parish Council meeting at Ugborough 
Village Hall at 7.30p.m. 

Page 14 

Sunday 13th February Rev. John Ough’s 60th Birthday 
celebration at Diptford Village Hall from 
11.45a.m. 

Page 15 

Monday 14th and 
Saturday 19th February  

Have your say-  Bittaford Bus Shelter 
and Ugborough Village Square 

Page 6 

Thursday 17th February Gardening Club meet at the Post office 
at 8p.m. 

Page 4 

Sunday 20th February Celebration of Marriage at Ugborough 
Church at 3.15p.m. 

Page 7 

Wednesday 23rd 
February 

Ugborough Local History Group meet at 
Ugborough Village Hall at 8p.m.  

Page 9 

Friday 25th February  Rubber Bridge at Ugborough Village Hall 
at 7p.m. 

Page 2 

Details of services at Bittaford Methodist Church are on page 14 
Details of services at St. Peter’s Church, Ugborough are on page 16  
   

Ceremonial flying of the Flag.  The flag will be flown on the following occasions -       
Sunday 6th February- Accession Day of Queen Elizabeth II               
Saturday 19th February- Birthday of the Duke of York. 
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Erme Valley Riding for the Disabled.  Peggy Douglas  
Well- the Christmas break!!  To me it meant lots of walking 
(which the dogs appreciated), horses in the snow- more feed, 
carrying water.  The quad was great and I couldn’t have 
managed without it! 
Now back in the swing again.  The horses have done well and are looking good, 
although not so clean now the mud is back! 
Looking back on last year it was a good one if a little shaky at the start.  The 
news of my M.B.E. on the New Year’s Honours List made everything 
worthwhile.  Thank you to everyone for all your kind comments.  It is an 
honour and I’m glad to receive it on behalf of all the group.  Not so good is 
getting a hat and outfit for the trip to LONDON!! 
As usual we are always in need of helpers, handymen, fundraisers and more. 
We are having the school roof replaced in March so will shut for 3 weeks. 
Finally could I ask drivers to be careful when driving across the top of our 
lane?  There are very clear markings but we have had several near accidents 
recently.   Thank you.  Peggy (tel-07882286421) 
 

Ugborough Rubber Bridge 
Friday February 25th at the Village Hall at 7 p.m. 

Entrance £2.50 to include supper. 
           Contact Mary Quayle on 01752 893186 

 

Get Your Tickets Now!    Coming Soon to a theatre near you! 

Romeo and Julie 
A comedy version of Shakespeare’s Classic 
Performed by Ugborough Amateur Dramatics  
(Ugborough Youth Group) 
March 11 + 12th     Ugborough Village Hall 
Tickets: £5 – adult       £3.50 – children under 12 
from the Post Office    Tessa Dadge, Jane Pursey  
Or email ndadge@aol.com 
 

Wanted: suitable large pieces of fabric or long curtains (height of village hall) 
which are needed for the upcoming performance of Romeo and Julie in March. 
Please contact Nellie Dadge 01752 698898 
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Ugborough and Bittaford Pre- School.     Naomi Williams 
The children and staff have settled back in to the pre-school routine very 
quickly, we have also welcomed a few new children to the setting who with the 
help and support of all involved are growing in confidence.  We talked to the 
children and observed play and noticed that some were using our large wooden 
blocks to build their own houses with different features like chimneys.  We 
explored this interest further by looking at the different types of houses in 
our local area that people and animals live in.  The inclement weather hasn’t 
prevented us from venturing outside too often - putting on our Muddy Puddles 
and Wellington boots to go stomping and splashing is lots of fun!  Chinese New 
Year starts on February 3rd and is the “Year of the Rabbit”, so we plan for 
the children to be able to sample some Chinese food, experience Chinese 
music and dance, create our own Chinese dragon as well as developing 
imaginative play in our Chinese restaurant.  The toddler group continue to use 
our setting on a Monday morning whilst we take the pre-school children up to 
the primary school.  This is proving popular as parents and children benefit 
from this unified experience within the village. 
Ugborough and Bittaford Pre-School welcomes children from all over the area 
from 2 years old to school age, offering two FREE taster sessions so that you 
and your child get the opportunity to come and see the setting and meet the 
staff prior to starting.  Our opening hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday 9.00am to 12.45pm and Wednesday 9.00am to 2.00pm, term time 
only.  For further information please contact either Tania or Naomi on 07763 
215455 or log on to www.ugboroughandbittafordpreschool.org.uk and learn 
more about our setting. Pre-School is closed for half term from Monday 21st 
to Friday 25th February inclusive. 
 
Nick, Bev, Hugh and Charlotte are pleased to announce that the Ware Winter 
Warmer raised £284.05 for Help 4 Heroes. We hope that the Ice Rink and 
monster snowball fight were enjoyed by all. The 5p was the result of a 
longstanding wager. 
We would wish to thank the following for their generous support of the 
event-  
Tash from Ashridge for the Cider,  
Simon and Suzie Wilkinson for the sausages,  
Tamar View for the exploding chestnuts, 
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 Richard and James for the Lights and PA 
Ugborough Parish Walking Group  Merryl Docker 
We certainly had a white Christmas ~ seven very brave walkers 
met in Ugborough Square on a freezing Boxing Day 
morning.  Amazingly, Tom Holway was out and determined to put 
his shiny new knee to the test.  The rest of us were not so keen 
and tried our best to dissuade him.  After about 10 minutes of arguing the 
toss about any route that may be possible in such treacherous conditions, I 
made an executive decision to try to walk down Fore Street and take it from 
there.  We bravely traversed the 'north face' of Fore Street and deposited 
Tom at the end of his lane.  Looking back on the event now, it is hard to 
imagine just how impossible it was at times to even stand up, let alone walk 
and we clung on to each other whilst inching our way down the road.  Another 
'snap' decision made and I revealed our route to our brave band of intrepid 
walkers ~ yes folks, we actually went for a walk around the Burial Ground and 
back again!  The snow was clean, crisp and white.  The sky an impossible blue 
and the view of the valley crystal clear.  It was a very short, but very 
beautiful walk which made us realise once again the beauty of places right 
under our own noses.  We did the sensible thing and spent the rest of the 
morning admiring the view from the Holway household with hot coffee, port 
and Christmas Cake and couldn't have had a nicer Boxing Day morning.   
Thank you Tom & Anne!  Where will we go for our next walk?  Will there be 
sightings of the first snowdrops?  Come and join us to find out: 
Sunday 6th Feb ~ meet in Ugborough Square at 10.45am.  Dress for 
whatever the weather of the day will throw at us and bring along dogs and 
children if you can find some.  See you soon.  
 Merryl Docker (01752 893651) & Tom Holway (01752 893114) 
 
Gardening club   Anne Holway  
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 17th February at the Post 
Office at 8p.m. Shelley and Merryl will talk about the Scilly Isles 
 

PLEASE CAN YOU HELP? 
 Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline   needs a HOST FAMILY 

For 2 girls aged 9 from Ukraine 
April 26th to May 8th 2011 

www.ccll.org.uk/totnes  Sue Wyeth 01548 821201 
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Youth Club 
Thank you to the Youth Club for our Christmas card, decoration and 
gingerbread men.  It was very much appreciated, we wish you an adventurous 
and Happy New Year, in whatever activities you undertake in 2011.  
From Dusty and Joan 

Book Lovers   Anne Nonymous  
Cliffhanger by Jacqueline Wilson. 
Unusually for Jacqueline Wilson this book is about a boy and was a television 
script before a novel. A great story, easy to read about a boy called Tim who 
went (at his father’s insistence) to an adventure camp, even though he hates 
any kind of sport. Tim makes friends and gets involved in some really comic 
situations with lots of surprises – but will Tim survive the week? 
Severed by Simon Kernick. 
Another fast paced book from this author. A gripping tale with intricate 
chases, and a plot with many twists and turns. As usual there is a lot of 
violence and the graphic descriptions will not be for everyone. 
The plot is about an ex-soldier whose normal day turns into a nightmare. He is 
framed for a murder he didn’t commit but must meet criminal demands to 
clear his name. 
I was expecting the reasoning behind the crime to be as solid as the rest of 
the plot, but it was very tame, almost as if Mr Kernick had run out of steam.  
Even so it was an exciting read and I have recommended it to a friend. 
 

To Infinity and Beyond.   
The Village Fair Committee wish to thank The Friends of Ugborough School 
for a truly spectacular event, the profits from which they have generously 
donated to the Fair funds. 
From the start, as we queued in great anticipation of what awaited us through 
the Tardis, the sense of excitement grew. What greeted us was a most 
imaginative journey through time which took us from the Titanic to a 
magnificent candlelit Medieval banquet in the Church (invaded by the 
Cybermen), a trip to a Star Wars future, and then to a 70’s finale. 
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The vision, the creative scenery, costumes, sound effects, entertainment, 
cuisine and huge amounts of energy together with such attention to detail, 
displayed the team’s amazing talents.   

HAVE YOUR SAY- PC 2870 Jacqui Hopper and PCSO 30486 Chris Pooley 
Do you have any concerns or issues that you would like the Police to focus on, 
or would you like any crime prevention advice? 
Your local Neighbourhood Team will be available at the following times and 
places; 
Monday 14th February  - Bittaford Bus Shelter 1500-1600 
Saturday 19th February-Ugborough Village Square 1400-1500  
                                     -Bittaford Bus Shelter 1530-1630  
                                     -Moorhaven Bus Shelter 1700-1800 
You can also email your concerns to us at 
southbrentofficers@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  or drop them in the post 
box at the South Brent Police Station.   
This month I have received news of some unfortunate incidents in our Parish.  
Even in this peaceful part of the country, there are some rogues about and 
we all need to be vigilant and look out for each other- 

1. David Privett reports that there were a number of cars damaged on 
Boxing Day night.  ‘The trail of destruction finishes at some where past 
our house at Little Bittaford.  Please could anybody advise of any other 
trouble caused on Boxing Day night following the mass damage / 
destruction of 5 cars between Bittaford & Hill Head? 

         Information to Little Bittaford - PL21 0HG or tel. 894930.’  
2. Bob Beasley of Lynwood (tel. 01752 891809) warns- 

 ‘Over the New Year, an attempt to remove the catalytic converter on 
the exhaust of my wife's car which was parked in the square was 
unsuccessful.  This was discovered today when Neil Gillard had a look at 
the vehicle with the aim of moving it to his garage for repairs.  We have 
since reported it to the Police in Ivybridge.’ 

3. Finally there has been a spate of metal thefts from church roofs in the 
Diocese in the South Devon area. Please report any suspicious activity. 
 

Wednesday 2nd March marks the first Coffee Morning of the year and 
traditionally it was always run by Mary Johns at Tumbleweed.   
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Well . . . . . . . its back!!  Come and join us for plenty of tea, cakes and 
plants at Tumbleweed and hopefully a glimmer of Spring.  Posters will go 
up in February with more details. 
See you all at the beginning of March – Shelley Hutcheon	  	   

 
SPORTS REPORT-  Janner Motson 
CLEAN SWEEP FOR UGGIES-  Back from the enforced winter break all the 
Uggie teams emerged triumphant and making a big impact.  The U8s showed 
their improvement  in a thrilling 4-7 win at Broadmeadow, with Ben getting a 
hat-trick.  The U10s won through 1-0 against Marldon in the wind affected 
match at Uggie Park, to take them 2 places up the table.  Davey was 
magnificent, but the coach gave the Man-of-the-Match award to all the boys.  
The U12s went second with a thrilling 6-3 home win against Newton Town, 
with Ollie getting a brace and Mitch his first goal in youth football.  The most 
unusual goal was direct from a corner by Cam using the strong wind to good 
effect. 
The biggest news of the winter has been the shock decision by FIFA for 
2018 and 2022.  Pundits said that it was unbelievable that Ugborough was not 
selected to host either competition despite the high standard of its technical 
bid.  The high profile bid team included President Holway and Bishop Povey, 
but they were thought to be unable to overturn the bad press associated with 
losing the Anchor as sponsor and the BBC documentary telling FIFA where 
they could stick their Cup. 
Cricket training has started so perhaps spring is just around the corner and 
some Ashes fever may spread through the kids.  Already the adults are 
jockeying to get into the prestigious Ugborough team for the Test Series 
this summer, but SPORTS REPORT is told that following FIFA’s World Cup 
revelations, the selectors are holding out for the highest bidder. 
 

Marriage Celebration – Sunday 20th February 
To mark National Marriage Week, the Mothers’ Union is arranging a Celebration of 
Marriage in St. Peter's, Ugborough on February 20th at 3.15p.m for the whole Mission 
Community. There will be refreshments afterwards. 
Whether you have been married for only a short time or have clocked up 60+ years, 
whether you are planning to marry or have never been married yourself, but are grateful 
for the marriages of your parents and others, you will all be welcome.  
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We'd like to make a display of wedding photos, so would people bring copies of their own/ 
their parents'/grandparents' weddings, carefully marked with their names on the back so 
that if they forget to collect them at the end, we know where to send them?  
 
The previous day there will be a Preparation Course from 2.00 – 4.00 p.m. for the couples 
planning to marry during 2011 

 

A big well done again to Tiri Hughes from Bittaford for her fundraising 
efforts. For the last 6 years Tiri, 12, has put a lot of effort into making and 
selling Christmas cards to raise money for a number of organisations including 
Woodcock Ward at Derriford Hospital, The West of England School for 
Children with Little or No Sight and New College Worcester for the Blind.  
This year her chosen charity was the Bethel Foster home for Blind Orphans 
in Beijing. Tiri spent months making 850 cards and 300 gift tags. She sold 
them all and raised £440!  
Tiri is herself registered partially sighted with only about one third of normal 
vision in her left eye and almost nothing in her right – she also started her 
new school last term at Ivybridge Community College so was extra busy with 
homework, plays, concerts and shows.  
Thank you to everyone who supported her in her fund raising efforts. 
Should you wish to make a donation to the charity, please contact her mum, 
Laura at l.hughes7@virgin.net or call 01752 892058.       Thank you.  

 
Ugborough Village Hall  Stafford Williams (Secretary) 
The Committee is looking to transfer all power to the Mains Supply in the 
next few weeks, which will mean that users will no longer need to feed the 
meter to use the electrical sockets.  In addition there will be some new 
electrical sockets placed in the main hall to improve the flexibility of supply 
and reduce the need for cables across the floor.  We are also pursuing a 
grant for new lighting, but that may take some time to acquire. 
The astute amongst you will have noticed the damage to the wall at the front 
of the property, caused during the cold snap.  We are getting this repaired as 
soon as possible, but care will be needed to avoid the loose concrete. 
Many users of the Hall will not be aware that there are extraction fans in the 
main hall and the kitchen, which will be very effective at clearing air if they 
are switched on.  The controls are mounted on the walls and are worth 
familiarising yourself with. 
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The Bible Roadshow 
This exhibition sets out on its tour of the Mission Community in February and 
makes its first appearance at the Halwell Lunch on the 22nd.  Most of the 
display will remain in St. Leonard's for about a week around that date, so that 
all Halwell residents and others can look at leisure. 
In March it will move to Ermington – on Saturday 12th. 
Ugborough Local History Group  Merryl Docker 
We are delighted to welcome Dr. Todd Gray to Ugborough for our February 
talk.  Author of some 45 books on various aspects of history in Devon & 
Cornwall, Exeter Historian Dr. Gray is presenting "Remembrance and The 
Great War in Devon" on Wednesday 23rd February at 8.00pm in Ugborough 
Village Hall.  Todd visited most of Devon's ancient Parishes to research the 
different ways our towns and villages remembered those who perished in the 
First World War.  Come along to find out how parishes such as ours coped 
with the devastating loss of so many in their own communities.  Todd is a 
wonderful speaker who regularly gives talks to Devon Rural Archive and many 
local history groups and societies such as ours.  Don't miss this opportunity to 
come and meet him.   
Everyone will be made welcome whether a member or not (£1 on the door for 
non-members).   Don't forget, I still have copies of Ugborough Tithe Map 
(1842) for sale at £5 - contact me on 01752 893651 - See you soon.   
 
Rainfall at West Cannamore, Ugborough-  with grateful thanks to Len 
Wakeham. 
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Total rainfall for December was 66mm=2.59 ins but this includes 46mm of 
melted snow! 
Total rainfall for 2010 in ins.    Total was 1312mm =51.65ins. 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
6.18 5.66 5.09 1.27 0.9 1.9 4.07 6.04 5.8 5.59 6.49 2.59 
This time last year Len provided us with very detailed figures he had kept since 1983.  The 
average annual rainfall in Ugborough was 63.93 ins from 1983-2009. It seems that 2010 
was the driest year since 1983!   Unfortunately an awful lot of the rain seems to have 
fallen during the summer months!  Thank you, Len for keeping this archive. 
 
Ugborough Primary School (This is taken from news on the school website  
but is reproduced here in case you have missed it- it is of great interest to 
the whole community)   
Jane Byrne, Executive Head,  Ermington and Ugborough Primary Federation 
writes- 
This is a very exciting new venture for us, both at Ugborough and Ermington 
as we begin our new life as a federation 
I have been the Headteacher at Ermington since January 2003 and have a 
real passion for village schools and communities.  My own childhood was spent 
in Yealmpton where I attended the primary school and grew to understand 
how important a nurturing and caring environment can be.  I care passionately 
about children having the best bite of the educational apple that we can give 
them and firmly believe that children with the highest self-esteem are in the 
best place to learn. It is also important that we provide a rich and stimulating 
curriculum for the children. Having two grown up children myself I fully 
appreciate the need for home and school to work closely together and 
actively seek ways to do this effectively.  
Our Federation is unique to us and I feel it is really important that we should 
grow it organically over time.  Please look out for further information which 
will be circulated in the coming weeks. 
 
Parent/teacher evenings take place in school on Wednesday 9th and Thursday 
10th February. 
   

Women's World Day of Prayer – 7.30 p.m. Friday 4th March 
How many loaves have you? … Chile 

Everyone, men, women and children are welcome to St. Peter's, 
Harbertonford to play our part to keep the world-wide chain of prayer going.  
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During this year’s service, we are asked to form small groups and to answer 
the questions: How many loaves have you?  What are your gifts?  What can 
you share? The World Day of Prayer committee in Chile sees the theme 
question, “How Many Loaves Have You?” as an invitation to enter a process 
that draws us into the Bible; into the context of Chile, and into the real 
situations of our lives and communities.  This year’s Bible studies come from 
 I Kings 17: 8-16 and Mark 6: 30-44. 

 
 
Your Stars Tonight.    
 I falter on my nocturnal expedition down the garden to view the 
stars at the sight of an enormous mound of clothing gently rising 

and falling on the garden seat.  I’m about to activate the Ugborough 
Emergency Plan sub section 57 and give three short blasts followed by 2 
medium on the bugle to warn the village of the return of Jabba the Hutt 
when the steamed dietor's muffled voice explains that she is testing out her 
Arctic clothing in preparation for our journey to the Far North to see the 
Aurora Borealis.  “Tell me again about the Northern Lights” she begs and 
never at loss for words I can but oblige. 
“It’s a result of violent eruptions on the sun’s surface which blow out huge 
clouds of highly charged particles which take several days to reach the earth.  
The radiation they generate would be very dangerous (solar storms are 
probably the biggest threat to astronauts if they ever attempted the long 
space journey to Mars) but luckily our planet is protected by its magnetic 
field that deflects these solar storms away from the Earth’s surface.  
However, near the Poles the particles can leak in and 100 kilometres above 
the ground surface they smash into molecules of oxygen and nitrogen and the 
ionisation makes the molecules glow green or red – it’s the same effect as 
when you switch on the electricity to a neon tube.  The resultant glowing 
curtains and patterns of ethereal light have excited the imagination of those 
living in the Far North as light from Valhalla or alternatively messages from 
agitated ancestors who have lost their Blackberry phones.  Who knows what 
Emperor Penguins in Antarctica make of Southern Lights” I say, warming to 
the subject.  
“So all you need is a high level of sunspot activity – which occurs every 11 
years and 2011 is near the peak; dark nights - that’s a guaranteed 22 hours in 
February in the Arctic; minimum light pollution – don’t go anywhere near 



 12 

Ivybridge- and finally clear unclouded skies – that could be a problem.” I 
finish breathlessly.   
“I think you are forgetting something else” says the steamed dietor and 
produces a bottle of Vladimir double strength Vodka with added Putin berries 
for extra get up and go.” 
 “Get that down you Star Boy and I reckon we will see them tonight in dear 
old Ugborough.” she purrs. 
 
 
 
History Corner  Alan Yates 
Ugborough Parish War Memorial 
At the end of the Great War communities throughout the country sought 
memorials to remember the “war to end all wars” and those in Devon were no 
exception.  There were three main reasons for the memorials.  Some people 
wanted to celebrate the peace, some to remember those from the community 
who lost their lives in the conflict and others to record all those who had 
fought.  The story of Devon’s War Memorials is told in a recently published 
book “Lest Devon Forgets” by Todd Gray.  I was surprised to read within, 
that controversy had arisen in Ugborough parish and subsequently found the 
following reports in the West Country Studies Library.   
Totnes Times dated 8th. February 1919, reported that a public meeting was 
held in Bittaford to receive suggestions for a war memorial.  The suggestions 
forthcoming included  a drinking fountain, a window in the Wesleyan Church, a 
monument with a lamp on the top, the founding of a scholarship for the 
benefit of the children of the parish and a parish room or hall for use by 
everyone. 
On the 15th February the same newspaper reported that the Ugborough War 
Memorial Committee decided to recommend that a tablet bearing the names 
of those who had lost their lives during the war be placed in Ugborough 
Parish Church, Avonwick Church (then part of the parish), Bittaford 
Wesleyan Church and the Congregational Church in Ugborough. 
The edition of 1st March recorded that a parish meeting had been held to 
receive the report of the Committee appointed to consider the various 
suggestions for a local war memorial.  The recommendation was that a slab be 
affixed in each place of worship in the parish, bearing the names of those 
who had fallen during the war.  This scheme was adopted after discussion and 
collectors were appointed.  Furthermore, the question of the celebration of 



 13 

the peace was considered and a resolution was proposed and seconded that, 
whilst collecting for the tablets, efforts should also be made to get funds for 
the celebration of peace.  It was decided however, that funds should be 
collected for only one object.    
Subsequent progress is then unreported in the Totnes Times until 19th April, 
when it appears that changes had taken place.  The article records that a 
protest meeting would be held in Bittaford on the following Saturday, in 
connection with the war memorial.  Apparently some of the residents 
considered that they had been unfairly treated as the money was collected 
for a tablet to be placed in the Wesleyan Church.  However this decision had 
been rescinded, as a monument was to be placed in Ugborough village only. 
The report of this meeting appeared the following week.  The Chairman said 
that he had moved an amendment at the parish meeting, demanding that 
Bittaford should have a monument, as passed by the previous parish meeting, 
which had now been rescinded.  The Chairman expressed himself very 
strongly that the money was specifically collected for a portion to be devoted 
to a monument at Bittaford.  It was moved that a petition be drawn up so 
that the whole of the inhabitants might back up the Bittaford members of 
the committee. 
I found no further relevant reports, but unless anyone can tell me 
differently, Bittaford did end up with no memorial. 
Todd Gray will be giving a talk in Ugborough in February.  Details in the 
Ugborough Local History Group article.  
 
Ugborough Parish Council    Clerk:  Sarah Woodman   Tel: 07922 270481 
 email: ugboroughpc@yahoo.co.uk  
Website: www.ugboroughparishcouncil.gov.uk 

The Police dropped in at the start of the January Parish Council Meeting, and PC Jacqui 
Hopper identified a number of crimes during December, including several involving damage 
to cars in the Moorhaven/Bittaford area.  As the value of metal has increased, incidents 
of thefts of metal have increased, especially galvanised metal farm gates – if you see any 
suspicious activity, then please report it to the Police immediately.  The emergency number 
is 999, with non emergency calls on 08452 777444. 

Moorhaven Clubhouse was discussed again at the Meeting.  A licensing application had 
failed, and Councillors were concerned that further information supporting planning 
applications for its change of use to office or cafe/restaurant proposed overflow parking 
on the playing field.  
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Planning Applications  No objections were raised to the proposed extension at Lakeview 
Cottage, Moorhaven; the retrospective change of use from estate storage to equestrian at 
Lower Yard, Moorhaven; or the retrospective application for a stable barn at Lower Yard, 
Moorhaven.  Councillors supported the proposed granny flat at Windy Ridge, Ugborough 

The Precept, or Parish Council element of the Council Tax, is to increase by £500 next 
year to £12,500.  The additional finance is needed to fund the conduit renovation, 
maintenance of the school field, and works to the playing field at Moorhaven.  It is also 
hoped that the Parish Council can provide some financial support for the preschool 
proposals. 

 

The Mobile Library Service has changed from January 2011.  Copies of the new timetable 
are available at www.devon.gov.uk/libraries or call 0845 155 1001.  The mobile library will 
be stopping at Wrangaton Post Office from 5.05-5.25pm on alternate Mondays and at 
Ugborough Square from 9-9.45am on alternate Tuesdays. 

Parish and District Council elections are to be held in May this year.  Nominations must be 
submitted by noon on Tuesday 5 April, with the election being held on Thursday 5th May. 
South Hams District Council has produced a brochure on becoming a District Councillor, 
which is available on the home page of their website, www.southhams.gov.uk, giving details 
of eligibility, responsibilities and support.  The average amount of time spent on District 
Council business is estimated to be 15-20 hours per week. 
Ugborough Parish Councillors are expected to make less of a time commitment, although 
their role in representing the concerns and aspirations of their local community is equally 
important – in fact, Parish Councils are the tier of local government closest to the people.  
The new coalition Government intends to reinvigorate local politics and ‘localism’ by giving 
more powers to councils and communities – so the responsibilities of Parish Councils will be 
far greater in future.  The Parish Councillor’s role is to: 
• Listen to and understand the views of people in their community – and this local 

knowledge can, in turn, be used to inform public bodies in the provision of local services 
• Attend monthly Parish Council Meetings, which are held on the second Thursday of 

each month from 7.30pm 
• Represent the Parish Council at other local government meetings or on local 

organisations – Councillors act as ambassadors for their community by keeping everyone 
aware of local needs and concerns. 

• Work as a team, including sharing any skills and expertise, for the benefit of the Parish 
Council and community.  Training is available to new Parish Councillors, and the Clerk will 
provide any support. 

If you wish to become a Parish Councillor or a District Councillor, please call the Electoral 
Administrator on 01803 861129 and ask for a nomination form. 
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The next Parish Council Meeting will be held from 7.30pm on Thursday 10th February.  You 
are welcome to attend the meeting. Agenda and minutes of meetings are displayed on the 
Parish Council notice boards and on the website, www.ugboroughparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

Bittaford Methodist Church  - Jutta Berger 
You are warmly invited to our Sunday services which start at 10.30  
6th February      Rev. David Youngs 
13th February     Mr.   Ivor Merrin 
20th February    Mrs. Lillian Sharp 
24th February     Rev. Keith Bucknall    

 
 
St Peter’s Church, Ugborough  
Dear friends, 
What a Christmas!  Boilers, carols, spinning car wheels, ice, snow, turkeys, 
sledges, family, friends and yes, even more carols.  Many thanks to all who 
helped to keep our eight churches open over a very difficult period.  Also 
thank you for the work done day to day over the whole of last year.   It is 
such a joy and a privilege to live in this beautiful area, where people care for 
the community life, and enjoy worshiping, together, especially on special 
occasions.  I thank all who serve their communities on behalf of the church. 
The New Year has arrived, with all its clean pages ready to be written, 
challenges to be met and dreams to be lived.  The wise men followed a star 
and found Jesus.  May we find the Saviour in the love he came to share.  I am 
always humbled when I see the list of incumbents in our churches, and think 
of the challenges and the joys they faced in their ministry, and then compare 
the joys and challenges we meet today.  How things have changed in society.  
Looking at some of the registers of Marriages in the past we find the 
majority of those getting married could not sign their names, and marked 
their agreement with the cross.   The present day registers contain many 
diverse occupations – there seem to be so many “consultants” - in contrast to 
those who may have worked in service in the past.  I also think of the 
challenge facing the Church, always being one generation away from 
extinction, and the urgent need to pass on the good news to each new 
generation, remains constant. 
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I pray that in the coming year we might grow in love for one another and for 
God and that our eight parishes might grow together in joy, celebrating 
Jesus, who is the resurrection and the life! 
Wishing you every blessing, Revd John 
Invitation	  for	  all.	  	  Rev’d	  John	  celebrates	  his	  sixtieth	  birthday	  on	  13th	  February	  and	  
his	  family	  invite	  you	  to	  join	  them	  for	  a	  drink	  and	  a	  light	  savoury	  finger	  buffet	  in	  
Diptford	  Village	  Hall	  from	  11.45am.	  	  No	  presents	  please,	  just	  join	  us	  as	  we	  celebrate!	  
	  

	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	   	  
 

 
St Peter’s Church Services in February. 

 
Contributions 
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this Newsletter.  
Contributions should be sent to Mrs. Norma Roe, The Editor, Ugborough 
Parish Newsletter, 20 Lutterburn St, Ugborough, Ivybridge, PL21 0NG.  
 The deadline is 15th of the month please. E mail is welcome to 
normajroe@ukonline.co.uk 
(I use Microsoft word, font Comic Sans.  Any articles as attachments in this 
format would be particularly welcome.) 

Date and time Service 
Sunday 6th February 
9.30a.m. 

All Age worship-  
All are warmly welcome to this more informal 
service. 

Sunday 13th February 
11a.m. 

Sung Eucharist 
 

Sunday 20th February 
9.30a.m. 
3.15p.m. 

Family Communion 
 
Celebration of Marriage 

Sunday 27th February 
11a.m. 

Sung Eucharist 

1st Tuesday at 9a.m. Celtic Communion 
All other Tuesdays at 
9a.m. 

Celtic Prayer 
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Last month’s issue ran into production difficulties due to a faulty copier.  I 
would like to thank Sue and Anne for working so hard to sort everything out 
amazingly promptly once the problem was solved.   
Also thanks to Rev. John Ough for generously offering an alternative solution. 
 
Views published in the newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or of the 
Newsletter Group, or of any other contributing group.  Contributions are published at the 
Editor’s discretion. 
 
 


