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March  2010 

 
What’s on 

Saturday 6th 
March 

Fair Trade ‘Big Brew’ Coffee Morning from 
10.30a.m. at Whitsun Cottage,  7 Fore St   

Page 13 

Saturday 6th 
March 

Cabaret Supper - 7.30p.m. at Village Hall Page 5 

Sunday 7th March Walking Group - meet in the Square at 
10.45a.m. 

Page 3 

Thursday 11th 
March 

Ugborough Parish Council- 7.30p.m. at Village 
Hall 

Page 12 

Saturday 13th 
March 

Maintenance Day from 10a.m. -3p.m. at 
Ugborough School 

Page 7 

Tuesday 16th 
March 

Family Fun Quiz Night from 6-7.30 at Village 
Hall 

Page 7 

Thursday 18th 
March 

Gardening Club- 8p.m. at Post Office Page 2 

Saturday 20th 
March 

All Day Trip to Truro Page 3 

Friday 26th March Rubber Bridge-7p.m. at Village Hall Page 4 
Tuesday 30th 
March 

Easter Tea from 1.30p.m. - 4.30p.m. at Village 
Hall 

Page 7 

Wednesday 31st 
March 

History Group- Lighthouse Myths and 
Legends- 8p.m. at Village Hall 

Page 9 

 
Details of services at Bittaford Methodist Church are on page 13 
Details of services at St. Peter’s Church, Ugborough are on page 16 
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Gardening club   June Gilbury     
Our March meeting will be on Thursday 18th at the Post office at 8p.m.  
and our speaker will be Robert Carew .  His subject is The History of 
Tea.  You are all welcome. 
 
Ugborough and Bittaford Pre- School  Naomi Williams 
Welcome back to everyone after the half-term break.  Last term five new 
children joined the pre-school and settled very well, helped and supported by 
their Key person and with the friendly encouragement of the older children 
who are familiar with the setting.  We have been looking at our local 
environment to see if there are any signs of spring trying to push their way 
through the ground.  The children have found quite a few new shoots coming 
up in the planters around the school playground, so hopefully we will soon be 
able to see the first flowers appear.  During March the children will get the 
opportunity to do some planting and sowing of seeds themselves and watch 
for the results.  Ugborough’s new “Mother and Toddler group”, that runs 
every Monday morning and started at the beginning of February, is proving to 
be very popular, and links closely with the pre-school.  We wish them 
continued success.    
Ugborough and Bittaford Pre-School welcomes children from all over the area 
from 2 years old to school age, offering two FREE taster sessions so that you 
and your child get the opportunity to come and see the setting and meet the 
staff prior to starting.  Our opening hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
(Mervyn from Musikgarten comes in at the end of this session) and Friday 
9.00am to 12.45pm and Wednesday 9.00am to 2.00pm, term time only.  For 
further information please contact either Tania or Naomi on 07763 215455, 
also you can log on to our new website at 
www.ugboroughandbittafordpreschool.org.uk and learn more about our 
setting. 
 

CEREMONIAL DATES FOR FLYING THE UNION 
FLAG 

The flag will be flown on the following dates in March- 
March 8th- Commonwealth Day 

March 10th – Birthday of the Earl of Wessex 
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Ugborough Youth Group   Sue Johns 
We had a great meeting in the Village Hall on Friday 12th February, when we 
played skittles, tackled one of Helen’s Super Quizzes – and chilled to Jake’s  
music selection. 
 As I write Members are organising ‘The Big Breakfast for Haiti’ planned for 
February 27th. A sumptuous selection of food is on offer from 9.00 to 12.30.  
By the time most of you will read this hopefully we will have raised a useful 
sum to send to Haiti.  It’s not too late to donate if you have not done so 
already!                                 Full report next month. 

DESPERATE HOUSEWIVES  
Would you like to be part of a ladies’ day out which involves a train trip, 
shopping, eating and drinking? 
If so how about our first away day to Truro on Saturday 20th March?  The 
plan is to catch the train from Ivybridge at approx 8.30am and return @ 
6.30ish. 
If you are interested perhaps you would call me as we may need to book lunch 
in advance if we’re a big enough group. 
Although it’s only Truro this time, if we have enough fun, who knows where we 
might go next time…                                   Sharon (Hughes) 01752 895338 

 
Ugborough Parish Walking Group     Merryl Docker     
I hope you are all enjoying the beautiful snowdrops that are 
lighting up our hedgerows at the moment.  We found many 
clumps of them on our February walk.  I remember exactly the 
same weekend last year trying to find some to photograph, but 
they were all past their best.  This year on the February walk they were only 
just coming out and not even open.  It just goes to show what a prolonged cold 
spell we have had.  We will soon see if there is a knock on effect with all our 
longed for spring flowers over the next month or so.  Join us on our March 
walk on Sunday 7th March at 10.45am in Ugborough Square when we will 
go in search of the best primroses in the Parish!  Lace up your boots or slip on 
your wellies, bring your dog, children or parents and see what we find!  There 
will be a chance for a refreshing drink and good food in one of our local pubs 
to revive ourselves, warm up/dry out whichever is applicable!  See you 
soon.  Contact Merryl Docker (01752 893651) or Tom Holway (01752 893114) 
for more information.     
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RUBBER BRIDGE 
UGBOROUGH VILLAGE HALL. 

7p.m. Friday  26th March      £2. 50.  including refreshments. 
 

 
Ugborough Bookworms   
This month Beryl’s Bookworms read The Queen of the Tambourines 
by Jane Gardam.  This book has quite an unusual style as it is made up 
entirely of letters- from one correspondent only!  No replies!  It eventually 
becomes clear why this is.  A mixed response from the Group but those who 
enjoyed it were very enthusiastic.  Our next book is The Light of Day by 
Graham Swift. 
Firewall by Henning Mankell               Anne Nonymous 
This was a book that cracks along at a punishing pace. It is a Kurt Wallander 
crime novel – yes, the Swedish detective.  Firewall develops from a cab 
driver’s murder by two teenage girls to massive computer crime – cyber-
terrorism in a small Swedish town.  Kurt Wallander’s private life, makes him 
interesting, but does not divert us from the ‘meat’ of the book. I liked the 
way that as many of the threads were drawn together at the end, there were 
still some unanswered questions, so there could be in a real investigation. I 
was on the edge of my seat, waiting to see what would happen next. 
The Graveyard book by Neil Gaiman 
This was a Newbury Medal Winner of 2009.  In a teen reading group, the 
book was highly thought of and much enjoyed.  Every page is crowded with 
invention, both funny and scary. The villains are a very creepy bunch. The 
Graveyard book begins with a multiple murder. Nobody Owens, known to his 
friends as Bod, lives in the graveyard, being raised and educated by ghosts. 
There are dangers for Bod in the graveyard, but in the living world there is 
still the man Jack, who having murdered Bod’s family is still after Bod. 
This book comes highly acclaimed and I’m loving every minute of it! 
 

Inter Parish Quiz 
Ugborough were beaten in the first round by a very good Newton and Noss 
team after a hard fought contest. 
We will meet Kingston in the first round of the Ken West Plate in March.  
Please see notice in the Post Office for date and venue. 
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SPORTS REPORT-  Janner Motson 
Despite the winter weather, the football season has resumed with the Uggies 
sweeping all before them at U9, but finding the going tough at U11 even when 
playing well.  The U11s have the same problem as Argyle in not scoring enough.  
When quizzed on this, team manager, Steve Mariner-Evans told Sports 
Report; “Our strikers are doing everything but score, pass and tackle, but 
then they never play well without the ball.  Our defence has been good, but 
sometimes we end up playing football and some say that doesn’t suit us.  Rory 
has done an excellent job in goal, not just because he fills most of it.  I know 
the pressure is on, but I promised to take us out of the second division and I 
will”…..let’s hope it is not into the third! 
Elsewhere: Brent U13s are moving towards the top of the table and remain 
unbeaten in the league; Netball trials have been held in Plymouth with a 
strong Ugborough showing; the rugby club goes from strength to strength 
and cricket training is coming along well with only 2 months until the first 
games. 
 
The Ugborough and Bittaford Pre-School Toddler Group 
Mondays        1000 – 1130         Upstairs in the Village Hall 
All parents/guardians/child-minders and their toddlers/babies 
are welcome.  
Also welcome are any people who could help us run our 
meetings by baking a cake, coming to make coffee or running 
a toddler’s activity 

All enquiries to Charlotte 07595 832847 
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Rainfall for January 2010 at West Cannamore, Ugborough 
Thanks to Len Wakeham for this information.  From 4th to 12th January the 28mm shown is 
actually melted snow.     Total for month= 157 mm. (6.18 ins) 
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Ugborough Village Hall  Stafford Williams (Secretary) 
It was very good to welcome the Toddlers Group back to the Hall.  We hope 
to see much more of them both in and out of term time.  Playgroup numbers 
are down at the moment so feel free to start a baby boom if the mood takes 
you! The hall committee is fully behind the new playgroup building project as 
part of a long term strategy to keep the school viable! 
Only the odd repair has been needed in recent months and there are few 
issues to report, despite a healthy number of bookings.  Just in case you are 
unaware the hall may be hired through the post office where there is a diary 
for booking and hire forms to complete.  Charges are from as little as £6 per 
hour to parish groups and £7 per hour for those from outside the parish, but 
late bookings can take advantage of the £3 per hour ‘on the day’ rate for 
events such as family table-tennis.  The upstairs committee room is available 
from £2.50 per hour if you need a more intimate environment.  The sound 
system has proved successful and can be used in part or fully swept up with 4 
speakers and the woofer in action.  There is also a radio microphone facility.  
If you have a query please ask any committee member or at the post office. 
 

Congratulations to Tiri Hughes, aged 11, from Bittaford, who raised £225 by 
making and selling over 500 Christmas cards. She is donating the money to 
New College Worcester for the Blind, and has already started work on next 
year’s collection! Thank you to everyone who supported her by buying the 
cards! 
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The Friends of Ugborough School – Dates for your Diary 
********************************************** 

FAMILY FUN QUIZ NIGHT 
Tuesday 16th March 2010  at Ugborough Village Hall 6.00pm – 7.30pm 

A fun evening for all of the family.  Tickets in advance, only £3.50 per person 
or £10.50 for a family Ticket – to include light refreshments.   
Please contact Helen Garner hgarner@plymouth.ac.uk or Caroline Ross 
caroline.ross11@btinternet.com for tickets. 

********************************************** 
EASTER TEA 

Tuesday 30th March 2010  At Ugborough Village Hall 1.30pm – 4.30 pm 
Browse the wonderful stalls.  Delight in the competition entries from the 
school children.  Take part in fun competitions; enter the raffle to win 
fabulous prizes and indulge in a selection of delicious refreshments. 
AND FINALLY........ A grand total of £570.00 was raised on the Band 
Night on 16th January 2010 and it has been decided to split the amounts 
equally between the School, The Multiple Sclerosis Society and the Haiti 
Earthquake Appeal – Once again thanks to you all for supporting our events. 
 
Ugborough Primary School   Sue Whiteman 
After the disruption of the snow at the start of term we are now well into 
our stride and have welcomed four new children into our Reception class – we 
hope they will be very happy with us.   The Spring Term is always busy and we 
have lots planned for the coming weeks – music, singing, gym and dance, 
theatre productions as well as World Book Day and Sports Relief.  Rehearsals 
are underway for a music concert at the Watermark where our children and 
others from the six music specialism schools will perform. 
Our “Sharing Assemblies” have been arranged for the following dates and 
everyone is warmly invited to join us in the Village Hall.  Tea and coffee will 
be served by the Friends Association. 
Hillhead 5th March 2.30pm               Dunwell 12th March   2.30pm 
Ladywell 19th March 2.30pm            Earlscombe 22nd March  2.30pm 
We are having a “Maintenance Day” on Sat 13th March from 10-3 to do a few 
spring cleaning jobs before Easter.  These include gardening, general tidy up 
of outdoor areas and playgrounds etc.  If you are able to help out in any way, 
however small, we would be very grateful.  Please contact Vici on 898799 for 
further details. 
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    Your Stars Tonight. “All my correspondents have sent in their 
contributions - with one exception” says the steamed dietor fixing me with a 
particularly steely look”.  I attempt a little light hearted banter to suggest 
the delay in the arrival of my muse is not unlike waiting for the Friday Totnes 

bus from the Square – if it don’t come you just wait for the next one – but this fails 
appease.   “I expect it on my desk before dinner - or there won’t be any.”  With a sigh I 
climb back into my laptop. 
 
Actually March is an interesting one for planets.  Mars is still high in the southern sky 
glowing salmon pink - but it is getting slowly fainter as the distance between us increases. 
Beyond the orbit of Mars lies the asteroid belt.  In response to the recent call from the 
council to prepare for emergencies, I have taken over the role chief asteroid watcher to 
forewarn of imminent asteroid collisions.  Asteroids are rather dismissively called the 
minor planets – which of course they are until you get hit by one.  The one I am following is 
Vesta – discovered in 1807 and probably an example of early product placement for curry – 
and as the fourth largest still only measures just over 500 kilometres in diameter.  Even 
the large asteroids are just too faint to see by the naked eye and the only way to identify 
them from the background stars is by their almost imperceptible movement against that 
background.  So the trick is to remember all the stars in the binoculars’ field of view and 
then look at the same place the next night – and the one that isn’t there is the asteroid. 
Easy!    
 
Meanwhile Saturn is low in the SE evening sky in the constellation of Virgo.  I have to 
admit I find Virgo is one of those shapeless, sprawling constellations and I have great 
difficulty in seeing anything in the random pattern of stars resembling honest virtue 
(female - of course) waving a pair of scales.  Persevere because it is always a pleasure to 
welcome back Saturn – seeing it through binoculars or telescope always cheers me up -its 
ring is relatively flat at the moment so it looks like a Mr Men cartoon character of a ball 
with two stick arms.  
 
But a real treat may be store at the end of March when Venus and Mercury should be 
visible low in the western sky just after sunset.   The planet Venus will be easy to see – in 
fact it is almost impossible to miss as soon as the sun sets.  But as the darkness deepens 
look hard to close to the right of Venus and you should see a soft point of light that is the 
elusive planet Mercury.  This is a rare chance to see it because it is so close to the sun it 
is only visible for a few days before it sprints back into the sun’s glare.  They will be best 
seen from high up – perhaps Hill Head Farm - or even better - the top of Ugborough 
Beacon (you should be able to get down afterwards before it gets too dark).  It would be 
great to gather on the Beacon for the inaugural meeting of the Ugborough Stars Strikers 
(work on that one) but then reality breaks in – this is England – this is Devon – this is 
Ugborough - where they have 90 different words to describe rain and another 97 for 
drizzle.  Stick to the back episodes of Patrick Moore – but if the clouds part around the 
30th, it will be a lovely sight. 
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Ugborough Local History Group      Merryl Docker 
For our March meeting we are delighted to welcome back an excellent 
speaker Gordon Partridge, who will entertain us with more stories about his 
life as a lighthouse keeper with a talk entitled Lighthouse Myths & Legends 
on Wednesday 31st March, 8.00pm in Ugborough Village Hall.  As usual, 
these meetings are free to members and just a £1 on the door for non-
members.  We are an informal group and will make everyone very welcome.  If 
you have never been to a history group meeting before, do come along to this 
one, Gordon is a first class speaker who really does breathe life into his 
subject.  Two of our group members will be representing us at another event 
put on by the South Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty team on 2nd 
March for a day's workshop about recording people's memories.  We hope to 
gain an insight into how to organise our now vast photographic archive for 
best possible public access along with other ways of using our rapidly growing 
store of archive information about the parish.  More of this later!  See you 
soon. 
 
History Corner     Alan Yates 
THE GREAT SNOWSTORM  (note - for Kingsbridge Rd. read Wrangaton) 
After the freeze and snow storms of early January, many comparisons were 
made in the press and on TV with the winter of 1947.  However, looking back 
to reports of 1947, I found that year being referred to as the worst for 50 
years.  A bit of research produced the following information about the “Great 
Snowstorm of 8th/9th March 1891”. 
Birmingham and Leeds newspapers of Friday 13thMarch 1891, reported that 
“The counties of Devon and Cornwall have been almost entirely cut off from 
communication with other parts of the country since Monday, and it was not 
until yesterday, when the telegraph services became partially restored, that 
anything like correct information could be obtained of the terrible nature of 
the snowstorm which passed over the two counties on Monday night and 
Tuesday.  Telegrams received last night show that such a storm has not 
visited the west of England within remembrance, and that some time must 
elapse before the damage to property and stock and the loss of life can be 
definitely estimated”.  They go on to report that “six trains were snowed up 
between Exeter and Plymouth on Monday night, the snow at Bittaford-bridge, 
between Ivybridge and Brent, being in some places 26ft. deep”. 
The Western Morning News reported, “The Great Western officials were 
yesterday obliged to resort to the most extraordinary steps for the purpose 
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of clearing the line between Kingsbridge Road and Ivybridge.  The great 
drifts were in the cuttings between these two stations and unfortunately 
there is only a single line of rails on this part of the system.  When the men 
forced their way through the snow they found an engine and three or four 
carriages very badly off the line and it being seen that a very long time must 
elapse before the carriages could be replaced on the metals and the engine 
reached and again put back on the rails, it was decided to clear the way to 
the locomotive by turning the carriages over the embankment.  Two of the 
magnificent coaches of the company have thus been disposed of this morning; 
a third will follow and the breakdown gang will then apply themselves to the 
task of putting the engine on the metals.  When this has been accomplished – 
and certainly this will not be before late to-night – the snow ploughs will be 
called into request and will have to travel the whole way from Kingsbridge 
Road to Plympton before it will be possible to resume traffic”  (There is 
reference elsewhere to the steam ploughs being wooden). 
Turning to travel by means other than by train, the Exeter Flying Post 
carried a report concerning travellers whose coach driver refused to go any 
further on the Monday and who then walked 2 miles to the California Inn, 
where they spent the night.  It continues “On Tuesday morning, after having 
a good breakfast the party made their way to Kingsbridge-road Station for 
the purpose of telegraphing their wives.  The journey was fraught with perils 
and hardships.  The roads were simply impassable, and a bee line had to be 
struck across the fields, deep snow drifts and snow covered hedges proving 
constant sources of danger.  The rate of travelling was about a mile per hour, 
and hard work at that.  Finding that telegraphing at Kingsbridge-road Station 
was impossible a fresh start was made, this time for Ivybridge, and here 
again the party had to make their way as best they could over the fields, the 
roads being completely blocked and full of dangerous drifts.  “We were 
Englishmen” said Mr. Smith, “and were determined come what would, to get 
home and see our wives.  Every now and again when one of the gentlemen 
advanced a step he would disappear up to his neck and have to be helped out 
by the combined efforts of his companions.  After a little experience of this 
sort, all three decided that wriggling along on their stomachs, Indian fashion, 
was, despite the disagreeable results, the better means of making headway, 
and accordingly this method was unanimously adopted. On their arrival at 
Ivybridge the faces of the travellers were covered with frozen snow two 
inches thick, whilst their clothes were in a similar state, and the state of 
their linen necessitated a complete change”. 
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Ugborough Parish Council    Clerk:  Sarah Woodman   Tel: 01364 642145  
 email: ugboroughhpc@yahoo.co.uk  
Website: www.ugboroughparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
Police Ugborough was crime-free in January, which is good news – but the police warn of a 
recent spate of burglaries from outbuildings, when power tools and fuel have been stolen.  
Please ensure your buildings are secured and your property marked. 

Carbon monoxide alarms were again discussed at the February Parish Council Meeting.  
Carbon monoxide can be a silent killer and the best defence against it is to have your 
appliances checked annually and ensure your chimneys are swept and ventilation is not 
blocked.  Carbon monoxide alarms are a good second line of defence, can cost as little as 
£15 and should be electronic and audible.  For more information, call CoGDEM free on 
0800 1694 457 or go online becarbonmonoxideaware.com 

Devon Care & Repair was discussed at a meeting attended by your Parish Cllr Liz Lloyd.  
This is a free advisory service for those over 60 or disabled of any age who are home 
owners or private tenants, with home repairs, adaptations or improvements.  The service 
can help organise builders, secure grants, loans and benefits, fill forms, advise on 
insulation, energy efficiency and insulation.  In addition, a handyperson scheme is available 
for small jobs at a minimum charge.  For more information, call Mrs Lynn Costigan on 01752 
896652 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm) or email lynn.costigan@dcha.co.uk 

Boundary Review  The decision was released just before the February Parish Council 
Meeting, in which Exeter will be awarded unitary status and the rest of Devon County 
Council will continue as a two tier authority.  Reaction from your District and Councillors 
was negative: The proposed changes would be more costly for both Exeter and the rest of 
Devon, and Exeter would have no hinterland in which to expand and develop.  It was also 
suggested that the changes would not be implemented as Devon County Council was likely 
to apply for a judicial review and an election was just round the corner. 

Moorhaven Playing Field   Some progress has been made and the license should be signed 
next month, which will enable the youth of the parish to use the playing field.  However, 
sufficient funding has yet to be secured and planning permission will be needed to level the 
playing field. 

Planning Applications  No objections were raised to the proposed extension and driveway 
improvements at Spring Cottage, Filham; the garage and sail loft at Wisteria House, 
Wrangaton; or the alterations and refurbishment of the barns at Venn House, Ugborough.   

Enforcement action at Cutwellcombe Farm  The appeal has been dismissed, subject to 
corrections and variations to the Enforcement Notice.  Dartmoor Motorcross Club has 
emailed its 2010 programme: Practice days will be held on the 14th & 27th February, with 
races on the 4th April, 13th June and 8th August. 

Photography competition  Finally, I have just received details of a photo competition to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the South Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
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(part of which is to the far south of our Parish). The closing date is the 30th April, and 
there is a special category for Under 16s.  For more details, including the prizes, visit 
www.sdaonb-comp.org.uk 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held from 7.30pm on Thursday 11th March and you 
are welcome to attend. 

RAIL SERVICES FOR IVYBRIDGE 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY FROM 14 DECEMBER 2009 UNTIL 21 MAY 2010 (SERVICES 
ON SATURDAY AND SUNDAY ARE NOT SHOWN BELOW BUT WILL BE INCLUDED 

IN LATER NEWSLETTERS.)  
 
 
 

DEP IVYBRIDGE TO PLYMOUTH DEP PLYMOUTH TO IVYBRIDGE  
 Destination Plymouth Ivybridge Destination 
08.02 PZ         08.07 08.22 EX 
09.02 PZ 09.47 10.02* PDN 
10.25 PZ 12.00 12.15* PDN 
12.25 PL         13.43 13.59 NA 
15.19 PL 15.08 15.23 NA 
16.28 Lisk 16.57 17.12* PDN 
17.21 PL 17.48 18.03 EX 
19.13* PZ 18.43 18.59 EX 
23.10* PL  21.25 21.40 EX  
 
 

� * High Speed Train �     PDN  London (Paddington) 
� NA Newton Abbot �     PL Plymouth 
� EX Exeter (St Davids) �     PZ Penzance 
  BR Bristol        Lisk Liskeard 
All eastbound trains call at Totnes.  
 
Information brought to you by Ivybridge Rail Users’ Group (IRUG); to contact the group 
please telephone the Watermark Information Centre on 01752 892220; or apply on line at 
www.irug.com.   
Full and mini timetables also available from the Watermark Information Centre, Erme 
Court; National Rail Enquiries contactable on 08457 484950 or www.nationalrail.co.uk; 
First Great Western Enquiries www.firstgreatwestern.co.uk  
 
 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE: UNLIMITED FREE CAR PARKING IS AVAILABLE AT IVYBRIDGE 
STATION MONDAY TO SUNDAY! 
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Bittaford Methodist Church    
You will be welcome at any of our Sunday services which start at 10.30 a.m.  

 
SHEKINAH MISSION - Sheila Pope (Secretary of Ugborough PCC) writes 
Shekinah Mission, based in Plymouth, is an agency seeking to support people 
who are homeless, have substance misuse issues, are ex-offenders or feel 
socially excluded.  As well as seeing to people’s physical needs - food, clothing 
and washing facilities - Shekinah offers advice and support, temporary beds 
for rough sleepers, an outreach service, as well as recreational activities and 
meaningful accredited training for those wanting to deal with their issues and 
move on. 
The Mission is always in need of tinned food - fruit, vegetables, meat and fish 
- as well as toiletry items such as flannels, soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
shaving cream and deodorants.  Members of St Peter’s Church have been 
donating these items and if you would like to give anything from the list at 
any time there is a box under the table to the right of the inner Church door.  
Your contributions will be gratefully received.  Thank you. 
 
FAIRTRADE - THE BIG BREW 
St Peter’s has become a Fairtrade Church serving Fairtrade tea and coffee 
after Sunday Services and at Church events.  We believe each purchase helps 
Farmers in the developing world benefit from extra income, from community 
projects like clean water and helps provide a secure future for them and for 
their families. 
Fairtrade Fortnight (22 February - 7 March) aims to raise awareness in local 
communities of the difference we can all make to the lives of tea and coffee 
producers by buying Fairtrade tea and coffee and other Fairtrade products.  
Throughout Devon Big Brew events are being held and we hope you will come 
to:- 

The BIG BREW COFFEE MORNING 
At Whitsun Cottage, 7 Fore Street, Ugborough 

Saturday 6th March from 10.30am 
Tea, Coffee, biscuits and CAKE!!!!!     All welcome. 
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St Peter’s Church, Ugborough    
We are delighted to welcome Rev. John Ough.   

Dear Friends, 
I have just read an article about starting something new for Lent.  This gave 
me a smile as I thought of the humour of God.  I had been looking towards 
retirement and slowing up, but there is a saying that if you want to make God 
laugh then ‘tell Him your plans.’ With the Reverend Nicola’s departure up on 
to the Moors, I have been set the challenge of being Priest in Charge and 
Rector in a Mission Community with a boundary of over 50 miles and 7 
parishes (each having their own meetings!)  I am blessed with the Assistant 
Priest Reverend Caroline Luff, and look forward to appointing another 
Assistant Priest to live at Ugborough.  This will be, I am told, after 6 months.  
These Assistant Priests will work 2 days a week together with Sundays, and I 
will do what I can full time, (with Fridays as my day off normally).  It is also 
good that we have retired colleagues who help us out when in need. 
Kathy and I have known Ugborough and Ermington since 1980 when we lived at 
Holbeton and we remember the joint magazine the 3 churches shared.  Both 
of us have taught at Ivybridge Community College and I enjoyed some 12 
years there teaching Religious Education.  During my last 6 years there I held 
the role of head of Year.  It is therefore a delight to have already met old 
pupils now preparing for their weddings (some 20 this summer!) 
I realise that it is going to take some time getting to know the parishes, 
however please let me know if I can helping any way.  If someone needs a visit 
in hospital, let me know as soon as possible as there is nothing worse than 
getting back from a visit to find another person has been in there but I did 
not know. 
I thank God for the help and support of all within the churches, rejoice that 
no 2 people are the same, but that together we make up the body of Christ.  
We need to work together in love, reflecting the One whom we serve.  My 
prayer is that we might grow closer in love one for another, and in the joy of 
fellowship.  It is so important that we pass on the good news of the love of 
God in Jesus Christ to the next generation with both joy and confidence. 
Please pray for me as I seek to minister in such a large area, that I may have 
both the strength and vision.  I look forward to working with you all. 
Love and blessings, 
Rev’d John Ough, 
The Rectory, Diptford, Totnes, Devon TQ9 7NY    01548 821148 
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Mothering Sunday       
 
St Peters Church 14th March 11 am 

Calling all families especially children !!!!!! 
Come and join our service for Mothering Sunday and help to make a flower 
posy and card for your mum…………….stay afterwards for cakes and a hot drink. 
 

 Friends of St. Peter’s 
At the recent Friends of St Peter’s evening we enjoyed the poem read by 
Nicola about Ugborough written by J H Newman.  A certain mystery 
surrounds the author and when it was written.  The picture it paints of 
Ugborough at this time is not particularly flattering!  I am going to 
serialise it over the next few issues and the first part is below. 
 

Ugborough 1870-1930- J.H.Newman 
 

Peer down the big end of the history-scope, 
At the sepia memory-cards from Raphael Tuck. 
Add the quick flesh, dusted away long since, 

From the County Register's bones. 
Peer through the fog of the years 

At the faces of forebears long turned away to their God. 
The Jubilee Conduit, white and new, stuccoed like sepulchres, 
With cast "wrought iron" pinnacle, roughcast, and ogee roof,  

Hunches, a squat dwarf, in the dusty square. 
Out clank the buckets, with human attachments, 

Women who gossip forever in slow Devonian tongue, 
While the children whoop and shriek as they play at tig, 
And snatch at Tom Tiddler's ground and giggle and gasp. 
Deliberate tread of the constable, with firm-placed heel 

And curving rolling sole, follows diagonal tracks, 
Never quite friendly, never entirely at ease 

With a switch in his hand for the unguarded lad 
To remind him who's to be boss. 
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St Peter’s Church Services in March 
 (Advance warning-As we are now part of the Mission Community, it is really 

important that you check the place and times of services as there will be 
some changes!) 

 
Women’s World Day of Prayer-Friday 5th March -7.30p.m. at St. Peter’s Harbertonford 
Both women and men are welcome at this service- come in brightly coloured clothing as a 
tribute to the women of Cameroon who prepared this worship. 
 
Contributions 
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this Newsletter. Contributions  should be sent 
to Mrs. Norma Roe, The Editor, Ugborough Parish Newsletter, 20 Lutterburn St, 
Ugborough, Ivybridge, PL21 0NG.  The deadline is 15th of the month please. E mail is 
welcome to normajroe@ukonline.co.uk    Please keep to this deadline! 
(I use Microsoft word, font Comic Sans.  Any articles as attachments in this format would 
be particularly welcome.) 
 
Views published in the newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or of the 
Newsletter Group, or of any other contributing group.  Contributions are published at the 
editor’s discretion. 
Don’t forget that the Newsletter is on line at www.ugborough.com and 
www.ugboroughparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Date Service 
Sunday March 7th 9.30a.m.  All age worship  

 
Sunday March 14th 11.00a.m. Sung Eucharist- Mothering Sunday 

 
Sunday March 21st 9.30a.m. Family Communion with baptism of Caitlin Rose 

McDonagh 
 

Sunday March 28th 
Palm Sunday 

11.00a.m. Sung Eucharist 
Meet in Square to process before service. 
 

Tuesday March 2nd 9.00a.m.Celtic communion 
 

All other Tuesdays 9.00a.m.Celtic morning prayer 
 

Monday March 29th  7.00p.m. Compline at Ermington 
Tuesday  March 30th 7.00p.m. Compline  

 


