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May-mid June 2010 

 
What’s on 

Sunday 2nd May Ugborough Parish Walking group meet in the 
Square at 10.45 a.m. 

Page 6 

Wednesday  5th 
May 

Farmhouse Lunch from 12 noon at Dunwell 
Farm 

Page 8 

Thursday 13th 
May 

Ugborough Parish Council-7  p.m. at the 
Village Hall  

Page 12 

Saturday 15th 
May 

Ugborough School Seed Project Fair Day 
On the school field 

Page 7 

Tuesday 18th May Inter-Parish Quiz – 8p.m. at The Watermark, 
Ivybridge 

Page 7 

Thursday 20th 
May 

Garden Club- 8p.m. at the Post Office Page 2 

Wednesday 26th 
May 

Garden Club Coffee morning- 10.30a.m. at the 
Post Office 

Page 2 

Wednesday 26th 
May 

History Group- members’ night and AGM-
8p.m. at the Village Hall 

Page 10 

Tuesday 8th June Friends of St. Peters’ visit to Flete House 
 

Page 11 

Wednesday 16th 
June 

Lecture by Philip Mann- History of Parish 
Churches- 7.30p.m. at St. Peter’s Church 

Page 11 

Saturday 19th 
June 

Fun at the Farm afternoon- 2p.m.-5p.m. at 
Hillhead Farm 

Page 7 

Saturday 19th 
June 

Barn Dance-7.30 to late at Hillhead Farm Page 7 

Details of services at Bittaford Methodist Church are on page 14 
Details of services at St. Peter’s Church, Ugborough are on page 15  
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CEREMONIAL DATES FOR FLYING THE UNION FLAG 
The flag will be flown on the following dates - 

               June 2nd-  Coronation Day Anniversary 
June 10th-  Birthday of the Duke of Edinburgh 

              June 12th - Queen’s Official Birthday 
         
 
Garden club  Merryl Docker and other members of the club.   
Mrs. June Gilbury     Sadly, a few weeks ago, our friend June felt it 
was time to move out of her much loved family home and into more 
suitable accommodation.  She is our last remaining founder member of the 
Garden club having been actively involved for 37 years.  June is of course sad 
to leave her home and friends in Ugborough, but knows this is the right 
decision.  She has asked me to express her thanks through our Newsletter to 
everyone in the village who has given their help and support with the Garden 
Club Show over many years.  We all have fond memories of June and her late 
husband Godfrey - the Garden Club and village will not be the same without 
these real village characters.  Everyone in the Garden Club sends their very 
best wishes to June and hope she finds peace, comfort and happiness in her 
new surroundings. 
The Garden Club will carry on using June's lists of contacts for speakers so 
do come and join us on Thursday 20th May at 8.00pm in Ugborough Post 
Office courtesy of our hosts Joan and Rupert Gillard when Jane Hallow will 
bring unusual plants and roses from her nursery at Spriddlestone. 
We are looking for new input into the Garden Club - especially with running 
the Club summer show.  June has been the lynch pin of the annual flower and 
produce show and will be a very hard act to follow.  We would like to hear 
from anyone with expertise in running similar shows or who would like to try 
any ideas for future shows.  If you have any thoughts or ideas, do come to 
the Post Office and talk to Joan and Rupert. 
Joan and Rupert are hosting a Coffee Morning at the Post Office on 
Wednesday 26th May at 10:30 and all are welcome for a chat and a cuppa. 
Flower tubs ~ Ugborough Square We would like to thank Shelley Johns 
(Hillhead Farm) for her expertise and time in replanting the summer flower 
tubs in the Square and again, look to our willing band of helpers from around 
the Square to help with the watering of the plants through our (much longed 
for) summer period.  The tubs are such a welcome colourful addition to our 
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village and have always relied on volunteers to plant and maintain them ~ 
please do what you can to help out ~ contact Joan and Rupert in the Post 
Office if you can spare a little bit of time.  (Mustn't forget to say a big 
Thank You to Ugborough Parish Council for funding the plants for the tubs!!).    
 
Erme Valley Riding for the Disabled.  Peggy Douglas 
Special dates for your diaries- 
25th May-  Regional Dressage, Cornwall 
7th July- Coffee morning at Ugborough, 
15th July- BBQ at Ugborough. 
Check out the new look website at www.ridingatthebrook.co.uk for more 
information.  
 
Rainfall for March 2010 at West Cannamore, Ugborough. 
Once again I am grateful to Len Wakeham for this information. 

Rainfall in March 2010
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Total for month- 129.5mm  (5.09 ins.) 
 
Fair Committee  
Would anyone wishing to take a stall on Fair Day, Sat 10th July, please 
contact Val Mulcrone (01752) 894973?  Anyone interested in advertising 
their business or service in the Fair Programme should contact Neil Gillard on 
(01752) 894313. 
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Ugborough and Bittaford Pre- School.      Naomi Williams 
Summer term is already in full swing, we hope everyone had an enjoyable 
Easter break.   This term some of the children will have regular visits up to 
Hillhead classroom, preparing them for their transition up to Ugborough 
primary school in September.  It is a great opportunity to familiarise 
themselves with their future surroundings, play with new friends and meet 
their teachers.  With this experience they find starting school to be a much 
happier and less anxious time.   Also every Thursday we continue to be lucky 
enough to have a visit from Mervyn (local Musikgarten expert) when we have 
fun singing, dancing and learning new songs. 
The government has increased the hours of funding each child is entitled to 
the term after their third birthday.  There is now 15hrs per week of funding, 
which is an increase of 2.5hrs per week compared to the previous 12.5hrs per 
week.  You can use the vouchers for more than one setting, if this suits your 
requirements better.  For further information please speak to a member of 
our staff or contact us on the telephone number or email address below.  
Thank you to everyone who has already donated their Tesco vouchers for 
schools and Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers to the pre-school.   These do 
really help us to further extend our resources, so please keep collecting.  In 
the past this has meant we have been able to buy new equipment, like a 
selection of colourful balls for the children to throw, catch, roll, bounce and 
kick around, and musical instruments like small drums, as well as cooking 
utensils etc.  
Ugborough and Bittaford Pre-School welcomes children from all over the area 
from 2 years old to school age, offering two FREE taster sessions so that you 
and your child get the opportunity to come and see the setting and meet the 
staff prior to starting.  Our opening hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday 9.00am to 12.45pm and Wednesday 9.00am to 2.00pm, term time 
only.  For further information please contact either Tania or Naomi on 07763 
215455, also you can log on to our new website at 
www.ugboroughandbittafordpreschool.org.uk and learn more about us.   
Vote for us in the national pre-school schools awards! 
We are in the final along with 8 of the best pre-schools in the country.  The 
winner will be decided by online public voting, we need your vote! Anyone can 
vote, it only takes a minute, voting ends 5pm on the 30th of April. Your vote 
will make a difference!   
Please Vote at:    http://www.whatson4littleones.co.uk/awards.asp 
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Ugborough and Bittaford Pre-School New Build Project   Charlotte Walliker 
It is a year since many of you kindly attended our Pre- School Project 
information meeting in the Village Hall. Since then, we have had ups and 
downs but we are still pursuing our dream purposefully and, might, with a 
little luck, achieve our aim of starting to build this August.  
Thank you to all of you for your continuing support, particularly Sue 
Whiteman, Head teacher of the Primary School; Kate Reeves, Chairman of 
Governors; The Village Hall Committee; The Friends of Ugborough School and 
the Parish Council.    
    
Our current challenges are:  
1. We are still waiting to secure planning permission for our proposed 
beautiful building.  We hope to have this in place by 14 May. 
2. We are waiting to hear if we have been successful in obtaining a grant 
from the EU via SWRDA's  RDPE (Rural Development Programme for England) 
scheme worth £180,000. This process should be completed by mid August.  
If we are successful in both of these, we can start building during the 
Summer holidays this year. 
As a Plan B, we will look to the RDPE scheme for funding later this year, once 
planning permission has been established, but we might then have to raise an 
additional £70K from new and alternative sources to replace monies that 
have been allocated but must be spent by 31 August 2010. 
Our bid for monies from the RDPE scheme is contingent on this project being 
defined as one that enhances basic services provision in the rural communities 
of Ugborough and Bittaford. In order to be successful, we must prove that 
the new building will not only provide better child-care and education 
services, but will enhance the village as a whole.  We believe that our village 
school which brings people into the village twice a day every day during term 
time is a vital part of village life and adds to the vibrancy of our lives here. 
Having a really successful pre-school attached to the primary school will help 
us compete successfully with other pre-school and primary education 
providers in the area and bring more families into our village in the future. A 
new building will free up the village hall (the only Ugborough building with 
disabled access) for other daytime activities in the community. The primary 
school also hopes to be able to develop the curriculum once it has more access 
to the space in the village hall every day. 
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If you believe that you, your business or your organisation could benefit in 
any way from our project then we want to hear from you at: 
The Chairman, Ugborough and Bittaford Pre-School, Village Hall, Ugborough 
PL21 
Other news is that our Pre-School numbers are up from last term and we now 
have 17 members of our newly re-launched Toddler Group. We are very 
cramped and need our new building as soon as possible!! 
 
Ugborough Parish Walking Group  Merryl Docker   
Hi Walkers!  What beautiful Spring weather we are having at 
the moment - the wild flowers and trees are doing us 
proud!  However harsh the winter is, it is all still there, waiting 
patiently for the warmth needed to wake up.  Come out with us on Sunday 
2nd May ~ meet in Ugborough Square at 10.45am to see more of our 
beautiful parish.  Traditionally we have always gone to see the bluebells at 
Lady's Wood at Glazebrook, but this year I wonder if they will have caught 
up with the season or will they still be in hiding?  We shall wait to see what 
Mother Nature is planning nearer the time.  Do come along with dogs and 
children various to see what we can find.  For more information about our 
public rights of way in Ugborough please contact Tom Holway (01752 893114) 
or Merryl Docker (01752 893651).  See you on the 2nd May! 
 
Ugborough Bookworms  Anne Nonymus 
Sacred Hearts by Sarah Dunant 
It is 1570, in the Italian city of Ferrara and at the Convent of Santa 
Caterina. With the carefully crafted characters I found that I became part 
of this closed community and really cared what happened to the Convent and 
the individual Nuns.  The main story line is about a novice who has been sent 
to the Convent by her family, her pain and her spirited attempts to get away.  
This book was shortlisted for the Walter Scott Prize for Historical Fiction 
and was ‘Best Read’  from the TV Book Club on Channel 4. Brilliant!! 
 
For the under fives….. ‘Can’t you sleep Dotty?’ by Tim Warnes. 
A little puppy, Dotty, is spending her first night in her new home and can’t get 
to sleep. Dotty’s friends suggest different ways to help her.  It is a good 
joining in book…… a w o o o o o o o o o!!  
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Inter Parish Quiz 
Following our success against Cornwood in the Semi Final, our team 
goes on to the Final of the Ken West Plate where we meet Shaugh 
Prior or Diptford at the Watermark in Ivybridge on Tuesday May 18th 
at 8:00 p.m.  Supporters welcome, call Tom Holway for a lift. 
 
Ugborough Primary School Ugborough Primary School - Sue Whiteman 
As another busy term comes to an end we can reflect on the children’s many 
achievements. 
Choir, Ensemble and Year 4’s recently performed in the “Thank You ForThe 
Music” Concert at the Watermark Centre in Ivybridge along with other music 
specialism schools from the local learning community.  The concerts were a 
huge success with lots of positive feedback.   Our Netball team has been 
really successful in reaching the finals of the Devon County High 5 
Tournament – we wish them good luck for the “final stage”! 
At the start of the summer term our Year 5 and 6 children are off to Pixies 
Holt for a residential visit – this is a fantastic opportunity for them all and I 
am sure they will have a wonderful time. 
The “Spring Concert” was  another opportunity for our children to shine! 
 
THE CHILDREN OF UGBOROUGH SCHOOL SEED PROJECT FAIR DAY 

Saturday 15th May  - On the School Field 
A variety of stalls run by the children of Ugborough School 

****************************************** 
 

The Friends of Ugborough School        Barn Dance at  Hillhead Farm 
Saturday 19th June 7.30 til late 

Music from V8 and fabulous hog roast, barbecue and bar 
Tickets £12 each including food available soon from The Post Office, 11 

Undertown and The School Office.     Reg Charity No 1047174 
 

The Friends of Ugborough School and Ugborough and Bittaford Preschool are 
looking for Cowboys and Cow Girls!  Fun at the Farm  - afternoon for children 
of all ages with music, dancing, games and a barbecue at Hillhead Farm on 
Saturday 19th June from 2.00 til  5pm.   Watch out for posters!!! 
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LONDON MOONWALK MARATHON – SPONSORS FOR BREAST CANCER 
For those who have wondered and pondered over the determined woman 
marching our local roads then wonder no more! My name is Helen Pursey and 
on May 15th-16th 2010 I’m joining thousands of other women and men across 
the country in London where we will be walking the London marathon at night 
wearing brightly decorated bras! Why you may ask? Well, to raise money for 
the extremely important cause of research into Breast Cancer. I will be 
walking with my sister, brother-in-law and niece under the alias of “Team 
James”. Unfortunately for me at only 5 foot 2 I’m at a severe disadvantage 
to the rest of my team (with most of them nearly half a foot taller than me!!) 
so I have been training extra hard over the last 5 months. 
If anybody would like to sponsor me and give  money to this immensely 
worthwhile charity then either contact me at home on 01752896278 or log on 
to the nearest computer and go to – 
http://www.walkthewalkfundraising.org/team_james.  
When you arrive on the website just click sponsor me. I’d appreciate anything 
you can donate! 
Thank you very much. 
Ugborough Youth Group 
We have a packed programme planned for the Summer Term! Here for 
starters...........We are At Home on April 30th between 7 and 9 – in the School 
Field for Rounders – or the Bakers Barn with music if wet. Judging of the 
Photos taken on the March Moorland Ramble will take place. 
On May 15th there will be a Bush craft Day led by Marc Reeves in Dunwell 
Pitts. This promises to be a great day when many aspects of survival will be 
explored – this will take place no matter what the weather throws at us! 
 

DUNWELL FARM LUNCH-  Sue and Clifford Johns invite you to join 
them on Wednesday 5th May from 12 noon.  Cost £8.00 on entry 

 

    Calling all thespians, comediennes, orators and musicians!    Ugborough Fair 
Concert this year will be on Friday July 9th and the theme is The Elements.    
Do come and take the stage to entertain an enthusiastic audience at this 
acclaimed event.   Call Sue Johns on 01548830220 if you would like to take 
part.	  
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Your Stars Tonight. 
  I find the Steamed Dietor animatedly talking to her lap top.  
“Using the power of video conferencing is another wonderful 

example of how cyberspace is welded into the very waft and woof of the 
fabric of Ugborough’s community life” she says.  “Tonight will be a hands on 
experience at No.20 when we start knitting a 1:10 scale model of St Peter’s 
Church - which when finished will be permanently displayed in the Village 
Hall.”  She pauses for breath “Don’t worry - I’ll make sure he’s down the 
garden.”  
 
I go back to digging my hole.  It is small, dark and damp but one day it will be 
black.   I fall to thinking about the night sky in May and how much more 
difficult it is to recognize the constellations in the summer.  Orion has now 
disappeared into the Western dusk until it returns in November and only the 
“W” of Cassiopeia and the Plough are easily recognized.  Picking out a familiar 
pattern of stars in the night sky is like recognizing a cross roads or Tor in 
the middle of a long walk – the comfort of knowing where you are.  So try 
finding these two summer constellations.  Start with the brightest star high 
in the southern sky – the deep yellow star Arcturus – which is the base of the 
kite shaped body of Bootes.  This is just below the handle of the Plough - 
which is why Bootes was known in mythology as the Ploughman. For lovers of 
trivia – the heat received from Arcturus has been measured and is equal to a 
candle 5 miles away – you never know when that will come up in the Inter 
Parish Quiz.  To the left of Arcturus is a real cracker of a constellation – 
Corona Borealis – the Northern Crown - which is a semicircle made up of 
seven stars spanning about the size of the thumb at arm’s length.  Once 
spotted you will never miss it again.  It helps to have a star atlas - I use the 
free software at www.stellarium.org which shows the sky at any time of day 
or night complete with stars, constellations, nebula, planets and even 
asteroids.  
 
I go indoors to find the knitting team in excited chatter mode. I pause as I 
hear someone say, “It’s wonderful how he brings astronomy to life - he makes 
it so now”.  Slightly abashed I listen closer and hear, “and he is so dishy with 
it”.   I feel a blush come to my cheeks.  I prepare to make a modest entry to 
the room only to be brought to earth by “and now they have made his 
Wonders of the Solar System into a DVD”.     Time to return to the garden.   



 10 

Ugborough Local History Group  Merryl Docker 
Well, I cannot believe it, but it is AGM time again!  Please don't think you can 
give this a miss, this is your chance to see what we have been up to in the 
past year, believe me, it has been a very busy year for some of our 
members!  We have many exciting plans for the near future, working with 
South Hams Area of Outstanding Beauty and sorting our extensive archive of 
photos and other material all about our very own Parish.  Our Members Night 
and AGM will be on WEDNESDAY 26TH MAY IN UGBOROUGH VILLAGE 
HALL AT 8.00PM  - refreshments will be served - please come and join us 
to see what the History Group is all about.  We will also be giving you 
information on our tour (for members only) of Shilston Barton next month – 
another good reason to join us! 
 
History Corner  Alan Yates    The Famous & Infamous Bridges of Bittaford 
There is a book in the West Country Studies Library, entitled “A Pictorial 
History of Great Western Architecture” by A Vaughan.  It contains a 
photograph annotated as the famous “Cocked Hat” bridge” of Wrangaton, but 
it is in fact the railway bridge at Bittaford to which we all refer as “Skew 
Bridge”.  The original bridge superstructure was replaced in the 1890s when 
the single track rail was dualled and the bridge widened, but the original was 
constructed in timber with the side framework in a triangular shape, the apex 
being at the top.  The DCC Local Studies website contains a description of 
the rail journey from Exeter to Plymouth which includes “the train passes 
over the Totnes and Plymouth road by a skew timber bridge of nearly 80 feet 
span, with trusses of a triangular form, connected overhead by a single beam, 
which keeps them in their proper position and prevents vibration.   Hence the 
description “cocked hat” bridge. 
The skew bridge and the viaduct at Bittaford are also included in the 
description of the first rail journey to Plymouth on a Plymouth data website 
which includes in brackets “which the press curiously named ‘Devil’s Bridge’ 
owing, it is said, to it being ‘the scene of many coach and horse accidents’” As 
an example of these accidents, which one must assume relate to the road 
bridge rather than the rail bridge or viaduct, I quote from two newspaper 
reports. 
 
On Tuesday last, a sailor who had been recently paid off from a man-of-war in 
this port (Plymouth), fell from a stage-coach near Bittaford Bridge when on 
the way to Exeter, when the both wheels went over his body, the driver not 
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having power to stop the vehicle in time to prevent the accident.  He was 
asleep when he fell off.                       Exeter Flying Post          02 July 1829 
 
On Friday 14th instant, about 5 o’clock p.m., as the tally-ho coach, which had 
changed horses at Bittaford Bridge, 13 miles from Plymouth, was descending 
a slight dip over the bridge, the wheel horses suddenly swerved to the near 
side and precipitated one of the passengers sitting in front of the coach over 
the bridge into the ravine below, a fall of 30 feet. The unfortunate gentleman 
was speedily taken up senseless, bleeding at the nose and apparently dead, by 
the other passengers and labourers on the viaduct.  Fortunately Dr. Butter 
was following the coach at the time in his gig and prompt in restoring 
suspended animation by the aid of brandy, vinegar and water, but it was a full 
hour before consciousness returned.  The gentleman was undressed, put into 
bed and carefully examined at the inn, where he is still confined, but not a 
bone was broken or dislocated, and no further injury, beyond a general 
stiffness, occasioned by the violent concussion of the fall upon a soft 
meadow.   His weight is 13 stone, and his height is 5 feet ten inches, which 
renders his preservation from such a formidable accident even more 
remarkable.                                 Exeter Flying Post                22 April 1848 
 

WANTED for forthcoming UGBOROUGH PARISH BOOK 
Bittaford Photos:- Bittaford Platform, the Toll House before extension, the 
Drapers Shop, the “Bewley Café” especially during a motorcycle meet, the old 
Post Office, the previous P.O. in the main road, the former village hall. 
 
 
 

Friends of St. Peter’s  Liz Tingle 
8th June- visit to Flete House and Gardens, organised by Dr Perrin. £5 to 
include coffee and biscuits at the end of the tour. Max. no. of participants is 
25, so please let me know if you would like to come. 
 
 16th June- Lecture, Philip Mann, former Diocesan Architectural Advisor,  
'A History of Parish Churches and How We Worshipped in Them', St Peter's 
Church, 7.30pm. 
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Ugborough Parish Council    Clerk:  Sarah Woodman   Tel: 01364 642145  
 email: ugboroughhpc@yahoo.co.uk  
Website: www.ugboroughparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Two meetings were held in the Parish during April: the normal Parish Council Meeting, and 
the Annual Parish Meeting – which is held for parishioners to raise issues affecting them.  
The Police highlighted the successful action, thanks to the vigilance of a local resident, 
concerning youths congregating in an area, and a number of offences were dealt with.  The 
value of scrap metal has increased, resulting in incidents of theft, and parishioners should 
keep an eye out for any suspicious activity, noting vehicle registration numbers or 
descriptions of people, and report the details to the Police. 

Planning Applications  No objections were raised to the resubmitted application for the 
new stables and hard standing at Magnolia Barn, Quarry Farm, Ludbrook, and Councillors 
supported the resubmitted application for a two store extension to the front of Shellwood 
Hill, Ugborough and the proposed extension and pedestrian access at 6 Lutterburn Street, 
Ugborough 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 13th May, starting at the earlier 
time of 7pm, with the Annual Parish Council Meeting. You are welcome to attend. 
The Chairman’s Report 2009/10, presented by Tom Holway at the Annual Parish Meeting, 
is given below: 

The main focus for attention over the last year has been the preparation of the 
Ugborough Parish Plan; the community use and levelling of the Moorhaven Playing Field; a 
new base for the Bittaford and Ugborough Preschool; and the Local Development Plan Site 
Allocation DPD. 
Ugborough Parish Plan 
A wide-ranging survey throughout the parish was carried out last summer and its findings 
formed the basis of the Ugborough Parish Plan.  The Plan has now been completed and a 
flyer outlining its main provisions is being distributed to every household in the parish.  A 
separate Housing Needs Survey was undertaken by the Community Council of Devon and 
the findings of that survey were included in the Parish Plan. Thank you to the Parish 
Council and the Parish Plan Steering Group for their hard work in producing the plan, and 
to the Dartmoor National Park Authority, South Hams District Council and the National 
Lottery Awards for All for funding the Plan. 
Moorhaven Playing Field 
Progress on the Moorhaven Playing Field continues, and the license between the Parish 
Council and Moorhaven Management has been signed, which enables the whole parish to use 
the playing field.  The next step is to obtain planning permission for the levelling works, 
and discussions with the Dartmoor National Park Authority are progressing.  The cost of 
the levelling works will be in the order of £20,000 and the outcome of a grant application 
to the Greater Dartmoor Leaf Community Facilities Fund is awaited.  Thank you to Billy 
McKenna, Jim Abraham and Stafford Williams for driving this project forward. 
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Bittaford & Ugborough Preschool 
The Parish Council wishes the Bittaford & Ugborough Preschool every success with its 
plans for a new building.  The proposals will benefit the community by promoting the 
development and education of pre-school children in a secure and stimulating environment, 
and the location of the proposed building within the school grounds will enhance its strong 
links with the school and facilitate access to the school playground and other 
facilities.   The proposed design of the preschool building, which is innovative and 
sustainable, will provide a flagship development of which the village will be justifiably 
proud. 
South Hams District Council Local Development Plan Site Allocation DPD 
The preparation of the South Hams District Council Local Development Plan Site Allocation 
DPD started with a consultation by the Prince’s Foundation for the Built Environment in 
May 2009, which identified five possible sites in Ugborough.  The outcome of that initial 
consultation was published in December; two sites were selected adjacent to the school, 
which were enlarged to accommodate 20 dwellings by 2016, followed by a further 45 
dwellings beyond 2016.  Sixty percent of the dwellings would be ‘affordable’.  The Parish 
Council expressed concern at the brief time allowed for this further consultation, the high 
density of the development, the loss of the school playing field and the additional traffic 
generated along the narrow access lanes.  It also requested that additional car parking be 
provided on the site to alleviate congestion in Undertown.   The outcome of this further 
consultation, together with the official consultation prior to submission to the Government 
Inspector, is now awaited. 
Moorhaven Playing Field 
Over the next year, it is hoped to complete the levelling of the Moorhaven Playing Field, 
which will provide an invaluable facility for the whole community.  Renovation work to the 
conduit has also become a pressing issue, and the Parish Council has received approval from 
the SHDC Conservation Officer and applied for grant funding to undertake the work. 
The last year has been busy and gratifying, with progress on a number of large projects 
which will benefit the whole community.  In addition, the Parish Council has helped in more 
minor ways, for example: through the provision of grants to local groups; raising highways 
issues, especially following the icy winter weather; representing the community in planning 
consultations; and providing a new notice board for Bittaford.  None of this would have 
been possible without the hard work and support of the Parish Councillors and Clerk, and I 
extend my thanks to them. 
 
Bittaford Methodist Church- Jutta Berger  
Our Hall is available for hire. We do have a small Tea Kitchen. Contact: Jutta Berger 
on 01752 698 381 or e-Mail to: juttaberger@tiscali.co.uk 
Green Pastures Coffee Bar for families with small children. 
Is open every Friday from 10.00am 'til 12 noon including School Holidays! 
Please come and join us.  We are looking forward to welcoming you.    
(A Community Outreach by Bittaford Methodist Church.  For details call Jutta as above). 
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Bittaford Methodist (cont’d)  Please come and join us for our Services at 10.30 a.m. 
Sunday  2nd May        
 

  Rev. David Young 

Sunday  9th May             
 

Rev. Ambrose Wright 

Sunday  16th May           
 

 Rev. Steven Caddick – Sacrament 

Sunday 23rd May            
 

Mr. Nigel Norris 

Sunday  30th  May             
 

Miss Catherine Stead 

Sunday  6th June            
 

Miss Sue Bolt 

Sunday  13th June           
 

Mr. Terry Milam 

Sunday 20th June           
 

Mr. Mike Cade 

Sunday  27th June          
 

Rev. Stephen Caddick - Sacrament 

 
St Peter’s Church, Ugborough    (We are delighted to welcome Rev’d. Caroline Luff) 
My dear friends, 
No surprise, no surprise!  We're facing a General Election this month. 
Each one of us is being called upon to think carefully and sensitively about the options 
facing us when we read our ballot papers and about the issues facing any incoming 
government. 
Those issues, those problems, those responsibilities will be the same whatever the balance 
of power turns out to be and any government is going to face constraints caused by the 
global economic situation, increasing demands on the public purse in our schools, hospitals, 
police forces and so on and the pressures exercised by international affairs.  The 
questions are based on which approach is the most likely to be beneficial for the citizens 
of the United Kingdom in the long term as well as the immediate future. 
We have to beware, too, of just considering how far the pounds in our pockets will stretch.  
No one disputes that the economic state of the country and the world affects all our lives 
– but what about other issues, we might say on the moral plane?  Huge ethical choices are 
now possible – frighteningly so. How do you feel about questions like abortion limits, 
euthanasia and assisted suicide,  matters of conscience v. public policy, educational 
standards and methods, religious freedoms, the position of Christianity and the Church of 
England in our national life, the integrity of councillors and politicians  etc., etc., etc.? . Do 
you know how the candidates and parties intend to proceed? 
By the time you read this there may not be much opportunity to question our parliamentary 
candidates – though e-mails can evoke quick responses.  But our civic responsibility should 
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not end as we emerge from the polling booth – we should often and in many instances be 
making our opinions and anxieties felt.  
MPs realise that for every letter/communication they actually receive, there are many, 
many more sharing the same perspective.  Part of our responsibility as Christians, indeed 
as citizens of this nation, is to be involved.  The right to vote was won at considerable 
price – especially for women.  Don’t let’s ignore or abuse it, but exercise it thoughtfully 
and prayerfully.        Rev’d Caroline 
The Church of England has prepared some prayers for us to use; they will be part of our 
worship this month.  Here's just one of them: 
Lord, we thank you for the privileges and responsibilities of living in a democratic society.  
Give us wisdom to play our part at election time, that, through the exercise of each vote, 
your Kingdom may come closer.  Protect us from the sins of despair and cynicism, guard us 
against the idols of false utopias and strengthen us to make politics a noble calling that 
serves the common good of all. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
St Peter’s Church Services in May and June. 

As we are now part of the Three Rivers Mission Community, it is really important that you 
check the place and times of services as there are some changes to the usual pattern! 

 
June 12th - Exploring Prayer (formerly Prayer School) Openness to God in Changing Times 
- an opportunity to listen to God, ourselves and each other.  St. Luke, Buckfastleigh, 10 - 4 
pm.  Enquiries and Bookings to Mrs Alyson Moore (prayer School), CWM, The Old Deanery 
Exeter EX1 1HS alyson.moore@exeter.anglican.org,    01392 294920 

 
 

Date Service 
Sunday 2nd May 9.30 a.m.  All Age Worship 
Sunday 9th May 11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist 
Thursday 13th May 
(Ascension Day) 

7 p.m. Holy Communion 

Sunday 16th May 9.30 a.m. Family Communion 
Sunday 23rd May 
(Whitsun) 

11.00a.m. Joint Eucharist Service with Ermington  at 
Ugborough  

Sunday 30th May  9.30 a.m. Matins 
Sunday 6th June **10.30 a.m. Mission Community Holy Communion at St 

Andrew’s Harberton.** 
Sunday 13th June **11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist** 
Sunday 20th June 9.30 a.m. Family Communion 
Sunday 27th June 11 a.m. Sung Eucharist 
Tuesdays May 4th and 
June 1st 

9 a.m. Celtic Communion 

All other Tuesdays 9 a.m. Celtic morning prayer 
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Ugborough Church Clock by Reg Head 
Fixed I am here upon this tower 
To time you of each passing hour. 

I’ve timed them all, down through the years, 
In times of joy- in times of tears. 

To those who enter through my door 
I time you all, both rich and poor. 

They heard me strike down winding lane, 
And o’er the distant moorland plain. 

I warned them of the time of day 
When they did gather in the hay, 

I broke the silence of the morn 
For them to rise and reap the corn. 
And old men gathering in the grain 

Have sometimes whisper’d, “sign of rain”. 
They heard me strike at eventide 
While resting by their fireside, 
And old men at the village inn 

Have drunk and told weird tales within. 
So I must strike your final hour- 

When you may lie beneath this tower, 
And as the years fall into line- 

I must strike on, with Father Time. 
(Background information-  David Roe recently wrote a letter about The Friends of St 
Peter’s, which was published in the local paper.  Following this, he received a copy of the 
above poem from Mr. P. Lock who lives in Worthing.  It was written by his (late) wife’s 
Uncle, Reg Head who lived at Sunrise in Bittaford. It was published in The Golden Book of 
Poetry in 1974 and I have Mr. Lock’s permission for it to be republished here). 
 
Contributions    Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this Newsletter. Contributions 
should be sent to Mrs. Norma Roe, The Editor, Ugborough Parish Newsletter, 20 
Lutterburn St, Ugborough, Ivybridge, PL21 0NG.  
*** The deadline is for the next Newsletter, which will cover the period 
to the end of July, is 2nd June.*** (I use Microsoft word, font Comic Sans.  Any 
articles as attachments in this format would be particularly welcome.) 
E mail is welcome to normajroe@ukonline.co.uk 
Views published in the newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or of the 
Newsletter Group, or of any other contributing group.  Contributions are published at the 
Editor’s discretion. 
Don’t forget that the Newsletter is on line at www.ugborough.com and 
www.ugboroughparishcouncil.gov.uk  


